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José L. Jiménez,a,* Mark E. Lightb and Juan C. Palaciosa

aDepartamento de Quı́mica Orgánica, Facultad de Ciencias, Universidad de Extremadura, E-06071 Badajoz, Spain
bDepartment of Chemistry, The University of Southampton, Highfield, Southampton SO17 1BJ, UK

Received 22 January 2002; accepted 27 February 2002

Abstract—A mesoionic acyclic C-nucleoside 4, generated readily from �-gluconolactone in a few synthetic steps, serves as the
chiral core to construct a series of functionalized nucleosides bearing 2-aza-7-thiabicycle[2.2.1]heptane or 2-(1H)-pyridone moieties
as the aglycon. The key step involves a [3+2] cycloaddition of 4 with several olefinic dipolarophiles followed by hydrogen sulfide
elimination with mercury(II) acetate. © 2002 Elsevier Science Ltd. All rights reserved.

Carbohydrates are used extensively as starting materials
in chiral-pool synthesis of natural products, including
bioactive carbohydrates (e.g. glycosides and
nucleosides) and their surrogates.1 Acyclic nucleosides
constitute an important family of chemotherapeutic
agents, effective against herpes and cytomegalovirus
infections, as well as antineoplasic drugs.2 As part of
our ongoing research focused on mesoionic heterocy-
cles,3,4 we report herein the synthesis and reactivity of a
novel mesoionic dipole directly linked to a flexible
carbohydrate chain, an uncommon structural feature in
this type of homochiral derivative.5,6 In this study,
compound 4, which is itself a C-nucleoside, could be
prepared from �-gluconolactone 1.7 The key step was
the cyclization of N-methyl-D-thiogluconamide 3 with
�-chlorophenylacetyl chloride in dry chloroform fol-
lowed by addition of triethylamine. The reaction mix-
ture was heated under reflux for 30 min and
conventional workup gave rise to the expected
mesoionic system 4 (Scheme 1).

The structure of 4 was established on the basis of its
spectroscopic data:8 13C resonances at 159.8, 143.6 and
99.9 ppm could easily be attributed to carbon atoms of
the heterocyclic fragment: C(4), C(2), and C(5), respec-
tively. In the 1H NMR spectra the C(1�) proton was
observed as a doublet at � 6.30 ppm and the N-CH3

protons resonated at 3.81 ppm. These protons are

shifted downfield in comparison with analogous pro-
tons in thioamide 3 (� 5.71 and 3.15 ppm, respectively).

Although 4 could be precipitated as a yellowish solid
(chloroform/diethyl ether/petroleum ether), because of
its air sensitivity and gradual decomposition at room
temperature, we were unable to obtain satisfactory
combustion analysis for this product. However, 4 could
be utilized to perform subsequent 1,3-dipolar cycloaddi-
tions with a series of electron-deficient dipolarophiles
such as N-phenylmaleimide, methyl vinyl ketone,
methyl acrylate, and acrylonitrile in dichloromethane or
toluene at reflux.9 All of these reactions were highly
regiospecific processes but none of them showed appre-

Scheme 1. (i) MeNH2, H2O; (ii) Ac2O, py; (iii) Lawesson’s
reagent, PhH; (iv) PhCH(Cl)COCl, CHCl3; (v) Et3N, CHCl3.
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ciable facial diastereoselectivity.10 Diastereomeric mix-
tures (ca. 1:1 ratio) of exo cycloadducts 5–8, which were
further separated by column chromatography on silica
gel using diethyl ether as eluent, arose from the
approach of the dipolarophile to both faces of the
dipole. Isolated yields of each diastereomer lie in the
range 10–30% (Scheme 2).

The structure of 8a could unequivocally be determined
by single-crystal X-ray analysis (Fig. 1).11

In the 1H NMR spectrum of 8a, the resonances of
protons C(5)Hendo, C(6)Hendo, and C(6)Hexo appeared as
double doublets. The signal centered at � 3.56 ppm
contains a trans coupling (J=3.6 Hz) and a cis coupling

(J=8.0 Hz) and it is therefore assigned to the C(5)Hendo

proton. The signal at � 2.85 ppm showed a trans
coupling as above along with a geminal coupling (J=
12.7 Hz), consistent with the C(6)Hexo proton. Finally,
the resonance at � 2.74 ppm exhibited both cis and
geminal couplings and it was attributed to the C(6)
endo proton. The other cycloadduct isolated from the
reaction using acrylonitrile as dipolarophile, 8b, showed
a similar coupling pattern for the above-mentioned
protons, although resonating at different chemical
shifts: � 3.51 ppm (C(5)Hendo), and 2.80 ppm (C(6)Hexo

and C(6)Hendo). These assignments are consistent with
previous spectroscopic data reported in the literature.12

The stereochemistry of the remaining cycloadducts 5–7
was assigned by comparison with the NMR data of 8a
and 8b as listed in Table 1.

Moreover, NOE experiments measured on compounds
6a and 6b allowed us to confirm the stereochemistry of
the newly formed stereogenic centers. The existence of
an NOE between the C(6)Hendo and N-CH3 protons
and the absence of such an effect between C(6)Hexo and
N-CH3 protons suggested that the C(5) proton is in an
endo disposition (Fig. 2).

The transformation of the bicyclic moiety of such
nucleosides into the corresponding modified nitro-
genated base required the elimination of hydrogen
sulfide. Mercury(II) acetate in acetic acid–acetone at
room temperature, followed by purification using silica
gel chromatography, proved to be the most appropriateScheme 2.

Figure 1. ORTEP view of 8a.
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Table 1. 1H NMR chemical shift (ppm) and coupling con-
stant (Hz) data of diastereomers 5–8 (CDCl3)

Diastereomer C(5)Hendo C(6)Hexo (J5,6) C(6)Hendo (J5,6)

4.035a 3.79
(6.8)

5b 3.92 3.77
(6.7)

3.446a 2.70 2.50
(4.2) (8.1)

3.396b 2.76 2.44
(4.3) (8.1)

7a 3.26 2.78 2.56
(4.4) (8.2)

7b 3.30 2.70 2.60
(4.4) (8.0)

3.568a 2.85 2.74
(3.6) (8.0)

3.51 2.80 2.808b
(3.9) (8.1)

obtained as stable and crystalline substances in a few
steps. Furthermore, the synthetic utility of this protocol
should stimulate numerous ways of further derivatiza-
tion, including a tunable stereoselectivity.
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Cintas, P.; Diánez, M. J.; Estrada, M. D.; Jiménez, J. L.;
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I.; Palacios, J. C.; Silvero, G. Chem. Eur. J. 2001, 7,
3033–3042; (g) Avalos, M.; Babiano, R.; Cintas, P.;
Clemente, F. R.; Gordillo, R.; Jiménez, J. L.; Palacios, J.
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Figure 2.

choice of reagent to accomplish such a goal (Scheme
3).13 The proposed structures for 2(1H)-pyridone were
supported by analytical and spectroscopic data. In par-
ticular, the signals for the C(5) and C(6) protons in the
starting cycloadducts were now missing, and 13C reso-
nances at � �145, �138, �132, and �105 ppm can be
attributed to C(4), C(6), C(3), and C(5), respectively.6g

In conclusion, our preliminary experiments have shown
that it is possible to prepare a new family of acyclic, yet
homochiral, nucleoside analogs via [3+2] cycloaddition
of a five-membered mesoionic nucleoside. Although
overall yields are modest due to the inherent instability
of the cyclic mesoionic template, its cycloadducts are

Scheme 3.
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